
 

 

 
 

   
 

History 
Curriculum Intent 

History fires students’ curiosity to ask questions and know more about Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Students are encouraged to develop a chronological knowledge of British history that will enable them to make sense of the new narrative of our country over the past 
1000 years. This will also allow them to understand the process of change, to see how we arrived ‘here’ and help them to make sense of the present. We aim for students to know our past but also to challenge the interpretations of the past and to be able to question our understanding 
of what Britishness means. 
 
A level History encourages students to: 

• develop their interest in and enthusiasm for history and an understanding of its intrinsic value and significance 

• acquire an understanding of different identities within society and an appreciation of aspects such as social, cultural, religious, and ethnic diversity, as appropriate 

• build on their understanding of the past through experiencing a broad and balanced course of study 

• improve as effective and independent students and as critical and reflective thinkers with curious and enquiring minds 

• develop the ability to ask relevant and significant questions about the past and to research them 

• acquire an understanding of the nature of historical study, for example that history is concerned with judgements based on available evidence and that historical judgements are provisional 

• develop their use and understanding of historical terms, concepts, and skills 

• make links and draw comparisons within and/or across different periods and aspects of the past 

• organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in diverse ways, arguing a case, and reaching substantiated judgements.  

Assessment, Marking and Feedback 

• Student will be assessed in a full hour assessment with sample questions taken from exam materials 

• In lessons, students will be assessed on individual exam style questions on a regular basis 

• Weekly Knowledge Tests will assess lesson learning and knowledge retention on each key topic  

The formal exams are taken at the end of Year 13. 

Unit 1C = 1 x 2hr 30 min examination 

Unit 2Q = 1 x 2hr 30 min examination. 

Unit 3 NEA = 4,500 submitted by Term 4 of Year 13, which is internally assessed and moderated by AQA.  

Revision Resources can be found in the class group in Microsoft Teams and via the Student Shared Resources in SharePoint (see the link below)  

https://cornwallisacademy.sharepoint.com/cws/curriculum/hist/Student%20Shared%20Documents?viewid=9edd3619%2D778f%2D414c%2Db7a8%2Da7b0d8ed05f2&id=%2Fcws%2Fcurriculum%2Fhist%2FStudent%20Shared%20Documents 

Homework 

- Weekly Knowledge Tests 
- Weekly ‘Recommended’ which gives options of reading, watching, and/or listening 
- Essay planning 
- Feedback tasks 

Links to National Curriculum / Syllabus Specifications 

2015 DfE History GCE A Level - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gce-as-and-a-level-for-history  
AQA A Level History - https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042 

7042 - CQ  

Exam Support & Revision Resources 

https://cornwallisacademy.sharepoint.com/cws/curriculum/hist/Student%20Shared%20Documents?viewid=9edd3619%2D778f%2D414c%2Db7a8%2Da7b0d8ed05f2&id=%2Fcws%2Fcurriculum%2Fhist%2FStudent%20Shared%20Documents
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042


 

 

 
 

   
 

 

Cornwallis Academy History Department’s YouTube Channel has playlists of revision and support videos https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNi6BbUzvcHv62zR6ifualA/featured    

Oxford AQA A Level: The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 – this can be purchased via the Academy’s Parent Pay system. 

All lesson resources will be placed in each class’s Teams area in Microsoft Teams. 

Students can also access a wide range of resources in the Student Shared Resources on SharePoint. They will find practise exam questions/papers along with exemplar material, revision guides, revision activities, and knowledge retention activities.  

https://cornwallisacademy.sharepoint.com/cws/curriculum/hist/Student%20Shared%20Documents?viewid=9edd3619%2D778f%2D414c%2Db7a8%2Da7b0d8ed05f2&id=%2Fcws%2Fcurriculum%2Fhist%2FStudent%20Shared%20Documents  

Extracurricular and Enrichment Opportunities 

Academic interventions 
- Weekly afterschool revision  

 
Educational trips and visits 

- Opportunity to visit Auschwitz as part of the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz project 
- Hampton Court Palace  

Interested to know more?  

To read: 
• Thomas Penn: Winter King 

• John Guy: Tudor England 

• Alison Weir: Henry VIII King and Court + Children of England + Elizabeth the Queen  

• Tracy Borman: Thomas Cromwell + Henry VIII 

• G.R. Elton: England Under the Tudors 

•  Hilary Mantel: Wolf Hall 

• Robert Dellek: JFK + LBJ (biographies)  

• Penguin History: Eisenhower (biography) 

• David Talbot: The Devil's Chessboard: Allen Dulles, the CIA, and the Rise of America's Secret Service 
• Hugh Brogan: The Penguin History of the United States of America 

• Dominic Sandbrook: Mad as Hell: The Crisis of the 1970s and the Rise of the Populist Right 

 
To watch: 

• David Starkey's Monarchy (Episodes on Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I) 

• Henry VIII: Mind of a Tyrant (Channel 5) 

• The Boleyns: A Scandalous Family (BBC) 

• Elizabeth I with Helen Mirren (Channel 4) 

• Lucy Worsley Investigates: The Myth of Bloody Mary 

• The Six Wives of Henry VIII, Elizabeth I (BBC, David Starkey) 

• Selma 

• All the President's Men 

• Forrest Gump  

• Mississippi Burning  
 
To listen: 

• History Extra Podcast 



 

 

 
 

   
 

o Search for: Henry VII, Thomas Cromwell, Mary I, Elizabeth I, Spanish Armada and much more  

• Not Just the Tudors (History Hit) Podcast 

o Hosted by Professor Suzannah Lipscomb 

• The Rest is History Podcast 
o Elizabeth I 
o Civil Rights, Cuban Missile Crisis, Nixon, JFK, Vietnam  
 

To visit: 

• Tower of London / Hampton Court Palace 

• National Portrait Gallery (Tudor portraits) 

• Hever Castle/ Hatfield House / Burghley House 

 


